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which is a short distance, and you will have a very strong
and well-protected town, adjoining the fort. There would
be the settlement of those who with their families might
wish to come and live out here. It is a healthy site with
abundance of water, and there are orange and lemon trees
and vines producing good grapes, of which I have eaten. ..."
It is strange to hear of good grapes growing so near to the
Equator, but Albuquerque, or any other son of Portugal,
would know what he was talking about when it came to
discussing grapes.

Ruy de Brito Patalim was installed as captain of the fort,
while Ruy de Araujo, whom we might have expected would
be glad to leave Malacca, was quite pleased to remain in
charge of the factory there. With this function he combined
that of arbiter in any differences that might occur between
the various heathen and Moslem Bendaras appointed to
govern the natives. Any really serious matter, however,
would be submitted to the captain of the fort.

Three hundred men were left in garrison, and two hundred
to patrol the coast on all the sound ships that Albuquerque
had to leave. These seem to have numbered about eight.
Of the eighteen that had sailed from Cochin the previous
April, two had come to grief off Ceylon, two had been broken
up at Malacca as past repair (when Albuquerque condemned
a ship as useless, she must have been far gone indeed), three
had sailed for the Moluccas, and the remaining three, Frol
de la Mar, Emxobregas, and Trindade, were to return to
India.

Emxobregas and Trindade might just be accounted sea-
worthy, but with Frol de la Mar it was touch and go. Nine
years in the India Ocean had played havoc with her. Her
woodwork barely held together, and sixty slaves pumping
day and night were required to keep her afloat. Castanheda
says that the sailors would have refused to sail in her if the
Governor had not embarked on her himself. But Frol de la
Mar was a large and useful vessel. Albuquerque meant to
patch her up at Cochin and sail in her again the following